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Let there be light!

The new lighted stained glass window has been installed at the
church. Jacksonville Stained glass installed the old window in a new
casement that will protect the glass and provides a very welcoming new
feature to the North entrance on State Street. The work was done on,
Tues., Feb. 15, one of few nice days we have had recently.

Pictured top left, the crew from Jacksonville Stained Glass prepares the wall to accept the refurbished sign
which weighs approximately 275 Ibs. Bottom left shows the crew making final adjustments. Photo on right
shows the sign lit up for the first time in its new location welcoming members and visitors. If you want to see
the sign while it is on, drive or walk by in the evening as it operates by photo cell.

Now we turn our attention to Easter, a time of new birth or birth from death.
On Easter we celebrate our Savior’s victory over sin and death. Christians have
been invited to be part of the same resurrection when their day of victory comes.
Hallelujah! I have asked the Centenary Administrative Council to use Easter as our
time of coming out of the tomb of Covid.
Centenary’s congregation, along with many other congregations have been
@&% displaced and dispersed by the pandemic. We have all been ‘lost’ in a way, during
our time in the darkness of the tomb. We need a time to be reborn, a time, like our
Savior, to come back to life. Centenary has been coming back little by little. Small groups are meeting, Bible
studies and prayer groups continue. I and your Administrative Council felt there needed to be a time to announce
our own resurrection. That day is Easter. Of course, we will still keep a close eye on the pandemic and observe how
it is trending, and if is still too unsafe to reopen, we may need to change plans.

PLEASE SEE ‘PASTOR’ ON PAGE 11
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IN'MENMORY/

Bill Smith ........cccooeeeiii. Tuesday, February 8
Tom Baptist ......cccceeveverireneennen. Friday, February 18
Francis Riffey .........cccoeveneen. Saturday, February 22
\WEEKINA\WORSHIR:
Traditional Service........ccocvvveeeveeeciieeerieenee. 8:15 am
Sunday School for all ages...........cccceeuveeneee. 9:30 am
Fellowship Hour................. Coffee and tea available
Contemporary Service ..........cceeeveeruveeneenne. 10:45 am

Ash Wednesday Service.....Wed., March 2, 6:30 pm
SPECIALINSUNDAYIEVENTS

Holy Communion............cc.ceen...... Sunday, March 6

UMCOR Sunday ........ccccereenuennne. Sunday, March 20

Pennies For Hunger..................... Sunday, March 27

COMMUDNIMNISERVICE
Donate Blood.............. Ist and 2nd Mondays, 11 - 6
COMMUNICATIONS

Messenger Deadline............ Thurs., March 24, 9 am
P EADERSHIR

Education ........cccoeeeeeicnnnnnne. Tues., Mar. 1, 5:30

MISSIONS ..ccoovvvvnrviiieeeennn, Thurs., Mar. 10, 3:30 pm

TIUStEeS wuvvveeeeieieeeeiieee e, Tues., Mar. 15, 6 pm
BIBLESTUDRIES

Tuesday Morning

Bible Study ................ March 1, 15 & 29 9:30 am

In the Fellowship Hall
SYINLL S =le)l) =15

JACC ..o, Tues., Mar. 9, 5 pm

AlAnon Meeting ................... Wednesdays, 7:30 pm

Ladies Book Club............. Tues., March 15, 6:30 pm
In the Parlor

Prayer Meeting .........ccccccveeeveennnnne Mondays 8:15 am

In the Parlor

UINITTERMETHODRISTIWAOMEN.

UMW Business Mtg.............. Tues., Mar. 1, 6:30 pm
FHS ..o, Wed., Mar. 9., 6:30 pm
Hope Circle..........ccocceennenee. Thurs., Mar. 10, 12 pm

LaMoine District UMW Personal Growth
Retreat .......ccceeeevveeecnieeniiens Thursday, Mar. 24, 9am

Centenary Staff

Pastor
Mel Nielsen

Director of Qutreach
and Growth
Kevin Hinkle

Secretary
Christi Kennedy

Music Director
Terri Benz

Contemporary Worship Leader
Rachel Hinkle

Parish Visitors
Rhoda Walker

Custodian
Patty Adcock

Nursery Attendants
Kayleigh Dirden

How to contact us

331 E. State Street
P.O. Box 124
Jacksonville, IL 62651
Phone 217-245-8417
Email: office@jaxcentenary.org
Website: www.jaxcentenaryorg

Centenary’s Missionaries

Mark and Rebecca Smallwood
Teachers at Redbird Mission
in Kentucky
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FEBRUARY ACOLYTES
March 6 - Annabelle Hardy
March 13 - Jayden Batty
March 20 - Noah Borgman
March 27 - Jack Borgman

TEACHING SCHEDULE
Toddler/Pre-K classroom
Teacher: Diana Phillips

Assistant: Kayleigh Dirden

Elementary Classroom

Teachers: Rusti Cummings and Nancy Hardy
Assistants:

Ist Sunday - Jack Borgman

2nd Sunday - Peggy Jordan

3rd Sunday - Ashley Westenberger

4th Sunday - Amy Stidham

Middle School
Rachael Borgman, Mary Tomlin
and Linda Tribble.

High School
Pastor Mel Nielsen

Easter Egg Hunt planned

An Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled for April 3, with
a raindate of April 10. The plan is to use the east
parsonage lawn for k-5 and the Pavillion area for
those under kindergarten.

We would appreciate donations of candy to fill
eggs. Would like to avoid candy that is chocolate and
would melt. The candy is needed by March 9 as that
is when the eggs will be filled.

Sunday School lessons

3/6 - John the Baptist tells about Jesus

3/13 - Jesus is baptized

3/20 - Men bring their friend to Jesus for healing
3/27 - Jesus brings Lazarus back to life

March Memory Verse:

"This is real love - not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away
our sins.

Financial Report

As of January, 2022
General Expenses................ $26.450.10
General Giving.................... $21,907.53
$4,542.57
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B e e Jerry Walker
Tinley Sorrill

D Rachel Hinkle
Rowan Hamilton

1O e Tiffany Dirksmeyer
L2 Tanya Biessman
Chuck Fairfield
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Gabriel Stocker

L7 e Janet McCarty
Patricia Manker

I8 e Kayleigh Dirden
21 e Louise Hayes
Ryan Dirden
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22 s Karen Dirksmeyer
2T e Kurt Heller
28 e John Richardson
29 e Bob Northrop
30 e Charlie Rhine
Jr Crouse

31 Benjamin Pritchett
Amy Stidham

S s Gary and Joyce Ginder
| L Marcus and Barbara Ginder

Upcoming Worship
Schedule

The following is a tentative schedule
for March 2022 Worship.

Readings & Message are subject to change.

March 6
1st Sunday of Lent
Altar Color - Purple
Holy Communion Sunday
Sermon Series: Gathered Up In Jesus
Sermon: An Opportune Time
Gospel Reading: Luke 4:1-13

March 13
2nd Sunday of Lent
Altar Color - Purple
Sermon Series: Gathered Up In Jesus
Sermon: Under the Wings
Gospel Reading: Luke 13:31-35

March 20
3rd Sunday of Lent
Altar Color - Purple
Sermon Series: Gathered Up In Jesus
Sermon: If It Bears Fruit
Gospel Reading: Luke 13:1-9

March 27
4th Sunday in Lent
Altar Color - Green
Sermon Series: Gathered Up In Jesus
Sermon: Lost and Found
Gospel Reading: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

April 3
5th Sunday in Lent
Altar Color - Purple
Holy Communion Sunday
Sermon Series: Gathered Up In Jesus
Sermon: Filled with the Fragrance
Gospel Reading: John 12:1-8
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Missions

Centenary’s Lent Offering

This year’s Lenten Offering will be divided two
ways. Part will be used to support the Smallwoods
who are missionary teachers at Red Bird Christian
School in the mountains of Kentucky. Becky is an
elementary teacher and Mark is a talented musician
who substitutes at the school and drives a school bus.
Centenary has support Mark and Becky for more than
thirty years.

The rest of the offering will go to Jacksonville’s
“New Directions Warming and Cooling Center”. The
center which is located at Grace UMC gives their
guests a place to stay for evenings, shower, get food,
do laundry, and sleep. According to the center’s
director, Sarah Robinson, families or individuals can
stay at the center for up to 60 days while they are
working to gain independence

“The Source” newspaper recently included a
feature article about New Directions. There is a copy
of that article on the coffee table in the parlor.

It costs about $220 per day to operate the center
so cash donations are appreciated. Volunteers that are
fully vaccinated are needed from 6 to 9 p.m. If
interested in volunteering call: 217-271-1014 or
email: newdirections62650@gmail.com.

Donations for our Lenten Offering will be
accepted anytime until Easter. ~ Make checks to
“Centenary UMC” with Lenten Offering in the memo
line.

Donate Blood

Blood donations are especially needed now the
pandemic. The donation center has been moved to
the Community Building on South Main Street in
Community Park. Blood donations are accepted on
the 1st and 2nd Mondays each month (March 7 and
14) from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Appointments are required. Contact the Impact
Blood Center by calling 800-747-5401 or login to
https://www.bloodcenter.org/

MMDC Workday

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center near
Chatham is looking for volunteers. Contact Martha
Vaché if you are interested volunteering. Advance
registration is required.

(UMCOR

United Methodist Committee On Relief

UMCOR Sunday

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on
Relief) Sunday” will be observed on Sunday, March
20. This special offering enables the United
Methodist Committee on Relief to reach out through
worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health, and
peace. Please give generously to the global efforts of
our church. Make checks to “Centenary UMC”.
Memo: UMCOR

Adult Mission Trip

Centenary’s youth have often taken mission trips.
However, this can be a rewarding experience for
adults, too. Pastor Mel and the Missions Committee
are considering options for mission trips that are
fairly close to home. Ideas so far are worktrips to
Midwest Mission Distribution Center, Jensen Woods
Camp, or in the St. Louis or Springfield areas. If you
are interested or have ideas to share talk to Pastor
Mel, Kevin, or any member of the Missions
Committee.

Quote of the Month Marcus

"You are the only Bible some
unbelievers will ever read."
- John MacArthur
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United Methodist Women

Love Visit Valentines

Instead of making personal visits this year, UMW
members asked the Sunday School children to make
Valentines. Diana Phillips and the teachers worked
with the children to create special Valentines. The
children have received several heartfelt thank you
notes. Here are a couple of them. The photo below
shows the kids bust making the Valentines.

My brother, Steve Gray, would like to thank
Madison, age 3, for the beautiful Valentine that she
made for him. Thank you also for the Sunday School
staff for their assistance with this project. Debbie
Belzer

To Centenary Sunday School students and UMW,
Thank you for the beautiful Valentine that you sent
me and for thinking of me on the Day of Love. “God
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son,
that whosever believeth in him, should not perish, but
have everlasting life” John 3-16. What greater love
is this... Roena Henne

Today I received a beautiful valentine from
Annabelle, age 7. Thank you so much Annabelle you
have made my day just a whole bunch better. Yes, as
the card says "God remains in us". I agree. We do
not have to see, nor do we have to hear God. He is
just there and that is wonderful! Bill Meyer

IS

Pictured above: Debbie Nielsen (L), is shown
receiving the UMW Woman of the Year pin.
Presenting the pin, is Rusti Cummings (R),
Centenary’s UMW Co-President.

UMW Woman of the Year

Debbie Nielsen was recognized as Centenary’s
Mission Woman of the Year by Rusti Cummings,
UMW Co-President, on Sunday, February 13. She is
the secretary of Centenary UMW, an active member
for FHS Circle, teaches the Disciples Sunday School
class, and started Centenary’s Book Club. She has
volunteered at Midwest Mission Distribution Center
and TOESA, last winter’s homeless shelter. Debbie
has been a member of several UMW units over the
years in other churches. She was given a UMW pin
and certificate. In addition, a donation was given to
UMW missions in her honor.

UMW Business Meeting

The next UMW business meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 1 at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom. All women
are invited. UMW Officers will automatically be sent
the Zoom link. If anyone else would like to
participate online, contact Martha Vache for the Zoom
link.
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United Methodist Women

UMW Reading Program
Selections for 2022

Education for Mission

Finding Jesus at the Border: Opening Our Hearts to the
Stories of Our Immigrant Neighbors, Julia Lambert

First & Only: A Black Woman’s Guide to Thriving at
Work and in Life, Jennifer Farmer

How to Be an Antiracist: Ibram X. Kendi (available
through Jacksonville Library)

Metamorphosis: How to Transform Punishment in
America, Robert Ferguson

One Dress, One Year: One Girl’s Stand Against Human
Trafficking, Bethandy Winz and Susana Aaughtmon
Shaking the Gate of Hell: Faith-led Resistance to
Corporate Globalization, Sharon Delgado

Leadership Development

Vanguard: How Black Women Broke Barriers, Won
the Vote, and Insisted on Equality for All, Martha Jones
(available through the Jacksonville library)

Becoming, Michelle Obama: (available through the
Jacksonville Library)

Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold
Story of the Black Women Mathemaricians Who Helped
Win the Space Race, Margot Shetterly and William
Collins

The Moment of Lift: How Empowering Women
Changes the World, Melinda Gates (available through
the Jacksonville Library)

My Little Golden Book about Ruth Bader Ginsburg:
Shana Corey

Sacred Resistance: A Practical Guide to Christian
Witness and Dissent, Ginger Gaines-Cirelli

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You, Jason Reynolds
and Ibram X. Kendi (available through the Jacksonville
Library)

We Are Called to be a Movement: Rev. dr. William
Barber 11

Nurturing For Community

Becoming Grandma: The Joys and Science of the New
Grandparenting, Lesley Stahl (Available through the
Jacksonville Library)

Before We Were Yours: (A Novel), Lisa Wingate
(available at the Jacksonville Library)

The Boy Who Delivered Joy: Marvin Bartlett

A Brave Face: Two Cultures, Two Families, and the Iraqi
Girl Who Bound Them Together, Barbara Marlowe and
Teba Furat

The House on Lowell Street: (A Novel), Linda Keane
Rewired: An Unlikely Doctor, A Brave Amputee, and the
Medical Miracle that Made History, Ajay Seth (available
at the Jacksonville Library)

She Came to Slay: The Life and Times of Harriet
Tubman, FErica Armstrong Dunbar (available at the
Jacksonville Library)

Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion,
Gregory Boyle (available through the Jacksonville Library)
Grit in Juaryz: Beyond the Wall, Marion Surles

Social Action

The Girl with Seven Names: A North Korean Defector’s
Story, Yheonseo Lee (available through the Jacksonville
Library)

The Leaver: (A Novel), Lisa Ko (Available through the
Jacksonville Library)

Native: Identity, Belonging, and Rediscovering God,
Kaitlin Curtice

Separted by the Border: A Birth Mother, A Foster
Mother, and a Migrant Child’s 3000-mile Journey, Gena
Thomas

She Persisted: 13 American Women Who Changed the
World, Chelsea Clinton (available through the
Jacksonville Library)

Small Great Things: (A Novel), Jodi Picoult (available
through the Jacksonville Library and members of the
Centenary Book Group)

Tomatoland: How Modern Industrial Agriculture
Destroyed Our Most Alluring Fruit, Barry Estabrook
(available through the Jacksonville Library)

Spiritual Growth

Glimpses of Heaven: God’s Gifts of grace in Daily Life,
Roela Victoria Rivera

Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope In Troubling Times,
Bishop Michael Curry (available through the Jacksonville
Library)

When God Made the World: Matthew Paul Turner

The Time is Now: A Call to Uncommon Courage, Joan
Chittister (available through the Jacksonville Library)
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United Methodist Women

Personal Growth Study

The LaMoine District UMW’s 2022 Personal
Growth Retreat will be held at Barry UMC on
Thursday, March 24 beginning at 9:30 am. The
members of the Barry UMW will serve lite breakfast
treats before the meeting and provide beverages for
lunch. Bring finger foods to share for lunch. No
reservations are needed.

The program, “Loving the Ugly Doll”, will be
presented by Libby Gaige. Libby is the president of
Wesley Chapel UMW, one of the LRD UMW district
representatives to Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House, Centenary UMW’s shepherdess, and the CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocate) Coordinator for
Morgan County. She will share how CASA volunteers
work with children in foster care in our local
communities. Contact Rusti Cummings or Martha
Vaché to share rides.

What I Enjoy About Being a
UMW Member

I have been a member of Centenary UMW for
about 35 years. | have been blessed with many friends
throughout those years. Salad Luncheons, Mother-
Daughter Banquets, Love Visits and Christmas
Brunches are just a few of the fun experiences that I
have had with UMW. I look forward to many years of
fulfilling activities with wonderful friends.

— LuAnne Woodrum

March Circle Meetings

FHS Circle: Wed. Mar. 9, 6:30 pm
Hostess: Diana Phillips

Hope Circle: Thurs. Mar. 10, noon, in person and on
Zoom. They will meet in the Fellowship Hall.
Bring your lunch.

Ruth Circle: No meeting
Spirit Circle: March 9, 6:00 pm

UMW Donations for Spring
District Meeting

The LaMoine River District UMW meeting is
scheduled for Saturday, April 23 at Christ UMC in
White Hall. We will be collecting the following
donations in the Narthex. (Please leave any gift
cards in UMW mailbox in the church office.)
Cunningham Children’s Home
men’s white t-shirts (men’s sizes small, medium, &
large), men’s white ankle socks (men’s sizes 6-12),
hand soap pumps (no coconut scent due to allergies),
lavender or equivalent aromatherapy scented body
lotion, toothbrushes (adult size and soft bristled),
Amazon gift cards, and Wal-Mart gift cards.

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House

24-count crayons and adult diapers

Gift cards: Wal-Mart, Dollar General, Dollar Tree,
any food cards (McDonalds, Subway, DQ, etc.)

UMW Garage Sale

UMW members are planning to have a garage
sale in the pavilion in the spring. Please save your
“treasurers” for us. Since spring salad luncheon was
canceled, UMW member are asked to make a pledge
to Centenary UMW to help make up the shortfall in
our treasury.

Future UMW Dates

Business Meeting: Tues. Mar. 1, 6:30 p.m., in the
parlor or via Zoom

LaMoine District UMW Personal Growth Retreat
Thursday, March 24, Barry UMC 9:30 a.m.
Registration & Breakfast treats at 9:00 a.m.
Speaker: Libby Gaige on CASA
Bring finger foods to share for lunch.

Salad Luncheon/Bazaar (Canceled)

LaMoine District Spring Meeting: Sat. Apr. 23
Christ UMC in White Hall
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Sunday, March 6
Lent/Holy Week/Easter 2022 4, gpportune 7ime”

“Gatbered Up In Fesus” Luke 4171e

Sunday, March 13
“Under The Wings”
Luke 13:31-35

Sunday, March 20
“If It Bears Fruit”
Luke 13:1-9

Sunday, March 27
“Lost And Found”
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Sunday, April 3
“Filled With Fragrance”
John 12:1-8

Palm Sunday

Sunday, April 10
“What the Lord Needs”
Luke 19:28-40

Maundy Thursday - 6:30 pm
Thursday, April 14

“It Is A Way Of Life,

Not A Ritual”

John 13:1-17, 31b-356

Good Friday
Community Service
Time, date and location: TBD

Easter Sunday

Outdoor Sunrise - 6:20 am

Please see Traditional - 8:15 am
article on Page Contemporary - 10:45 am
10 for more Sunday, April 17
information “Restored Relationship”
John 20:1-18
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Worship Committee
Finalizes Plans for Lent,
Holy Week and Easter

The Centenary Worship Committee has
announced the plans for the upcoming Lent, Holy
Week and Easter season. Lent begins on Ash
Wednesday and services were held March 2 with
Imposition of Ashes.

The Sunday Lent Sermon Series is called,
“Gathered Up In Jesus.” Pastor Mel is using the
IGRC’s Lenten Sermon Series this year. Each
Sunday Centenary will seek to discover important
aspects concerning our relationship with Jesus.

Worship times will remain 8:15 for the
Traditional Service and 10:45 for the Contemporary
Service.  Palms will be available for the Palm
Sunday Service on Sunday, April 10. Maundy
Thursday will be held Thursday, April 14, 6:30 p.m.
and will feature a service at Centenary focused on
Holy Communion and Disciple Foot Washing. Good
Friday service plans are not complete, but Centenary
will be participating in the Jacksonville Council of
Churches service. Date, location and time will be
made know as soon as plans are finalized.

Easter Sunrise will take place on the Parsonage
lawn at 6:20 a.m., which coincides with the time the
sun comes up. There will be a short devotion and
prayer time. The indoor Easter Services will be at
8:15 and 10:45.

~

Thank You )

To our church family . . .

Thank you for the prayers, cards, food,
flowers, plants and the volunteers who
came to be with us. It touched our hearts
deeply and we appreciate it so much.
God Bless

The Shafer Famil
_ fer Family Y

It will soon be time for
Doorbell Dinners

Centenary UMC is scheduled to deliver Doorbell
Dinners the week of March 14-18. The Doorbell
Dinner Program assists persons that are
homebound and/or have special dietary needs.
We need your help! We are in search of drivers
and delivery persons. If you can help, please
contact Pat Baptist or Barbara Wooldridge.

Ladies Book Club

RI 1:% BA RY The March Ladies
Ve . Book Club will meet on

Tues., March 15, 6:30 pm
in the church parlor.

4 The featured book will

' be Hiding in the Light by

Rifqa Bary

HIDING

| JXGiSRI
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Scouting Sunday

Sunday, February 6, 2022 was Scouting Sunday at Centenary United Methodist Church. Troop 103
Leader, Nate Hoyle, pictured at left, brought the scouts to Centenary for the Presentation of the
Flags Ceremony. Hoyle also presented a program to update the congregation of what the troop
has done in the past year and what the plans are for 2022. Centenary has been the charter for

troop 103 for 85 years.

PASTOR
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
O

I invite you to join with me in praying that this
downward tendency continues to plummet. We need
a change of course. I wish I could tell you that once
we make this announcement all of a sudden things
immediately go back to pre-covid life.

I don’t think that is possible, however, maybe
now is the time to change course. A Visioning
Meeting was held on Saturday, February 26 with 27
people in attendance.

The meeting had two sessions, the first began
with a review of the last Visioning meeting form
2015. There was supposed to be a review after 5
years, but Covid canceled that meeting. Those in
attendance broke in to 5 smaller groups to review
the good, bad and other from the 2015 findings.

The second session saw the larger group break
up into three smaller groups. They were responsible
for thinking about the results form the first session
and how we can utilize that information to make a
plan for the future. The three groups that me for the

second session were divided into Worship,
Education and Outreach/Evangelism.

There was so much information collected and
talked about form the whole day that 1 cannot
effectively list it all here. I asked for a team to be
formed to help take a look at all the suggestions and
other information which was gathered. I hope to
have a more full report for the April Messenger.

I came away from the Vision Meeting with
renewed energy. Unfortunately, the pandemic has
taken so much wind from Centenary’s sails over two
years we have lost our forward momentum. I am
praying that this meeting will provide some wind to
get us moving again.

Even when the group discussed what was not
done well over the past seven years it was done with
a sense of partnership and a ‘we’re in this together’
attitude. We haven’t had much to get excited over for
a while now, let us all pray that the vision who was
shared on that day becomes opportunities for
ministry, growth and good days ahead.

—God Bless
Pastor Mel
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